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Cyclura ricordii (DumCril and Bibron) 
Ricord's Ground Iguana 
Aloponotus Ricordii DumCril and Bibron 1837:190. Type lo- 
cality, "Saint-Domingue." Holotype, MusCum National 
d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris (MNHN) 8304, a mounted adult 
collected by A. Ricord, date of collection unknown (not ex- 
amined by authors). 
Hypsilophus Ricordii: Fitzinger 184354. 
Aloponorus Ricardi: Gray 1845: 187. Lnpsus. 
Meropoceros cornutus: Boulenger 1885: 188 (part; not of Bonna- 
terre 1789). See Remarks. 
Cyclura ricordii: Cochran 19245. First use of present combi- 
nation. 
Cyclura ricordi: Schwartz and Thomas 1975: 113. 
C[iclura]. ricordi: Valdez Sierra and Mateo FCliz 1992:46. Lap- 
sus. 
Content. No subspecies are recognized. 
Definition. C~~clura ricordii is a large iguana (maximum SVL 
of females to 365 mm, of males to 460 mm). Head scalation is 
as follows: nasals always in contact with each other, with the 
rn rostral, and with the postnasal; no obvious row of scales be- tween sublabials and infralabials; frontal scale not obviously 
enlarged and separated from the interparietal by 7-1 1 (mode 8) 
scale rows; first prefrontal never in contact with the precanthal; 
anterior canthals separated by 9-1 7 (mode 12) scales; a row of 
suboculars continues posteriorly to form a series of supratym- 
panic scales; suboculars number 16-20 (mode 17) to the ante- 
rior border of the tympanum; several rows of small scales occur 
between the suboculars and supralabials. The tympanum is large 
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Map. Range of Cyclura ricordii (modified from Schwartz and 
Henderson 1991). The type-locality is too imprecise to plot. 
and elliptical. The total of 5 1-78 dorsal crest scales between 
the occiput and the first caudal verticil can be subdivided in the 
following fashion: 11-21 between occiput and shoulder; 31-43 
between shoulder and sacrum; and 7-18 between sacrum and 
first caudal verticil. The dorsal crest scales on the neck usually 
are longer than those on the body. Caudal verticils are very 
conspicuous and are composed of pronounced spiny scales. 
Femoral pores are found in a single row and number 28-46. 
Counts and measurements are composites taken from Schwartz 
and Henderson (1991) and from T.A. Wiewandt and D.F. Gicca 
(unpubl. data). and are based on 37 and 20 specimens, respec- 
tively. 
Figure. An ntlult mole C).c.lrr/-rr ric,o,rlii from Isla Cnbritos, Lago Enricl~~illo, Provincin tle Intlcpcnclencia, Repilhlic;~ Dominicans. 
The dorsal pattern consists of 5-6 pale gray chevrons on a 
ground color that ranges from brown to gray. Five of these 
chevrons continue onto the slightly lighter ventral surface, where 
they form bold narrow lines. The chevrons are retained by adults, 
but are much more distinct on juveniles. Alarge black patch is 
often observed on the forelimb. The irises are deep red in color. 
Diagnosis. Cyclura ricordii may be distinguished from con- 
geners by the following combination of characteristics: no dis- 
tinct row of scales between infralabials and sublabials, notice- 
ably enlarged scales at each caudal verticil, and a lack of en- 
larged frontal or prefrontal scales on the snout. 
Descriplions. In addition to the original description by DumCril 
and Bibron (1837), others may be found in Gray (1845), Cochran 
(1924, 1941), Schwartz and Carey (1977), and Schwartz and 
Henderson (1991). Iverson (1980) described the morphology 
of the gastrointestinal tract and Bohme (1988) described hemi- 
penial morphology. 
Illustrations. DumCril and Bibron (1837) provided a color 
plate of the holotype. Line drawings illustrating dorsal and lat- 
eral head scalation are in Cochran (1941) and Schwartz and 
Carey (1977). Noble (1923) included a black and white photo- 
graph of an adult from Isla Cabritos. A photograph of an adult 
Cyclura ricordii lying next to an adult C. cornuta cornuta is in 
Duval(1976). Sanlley Castro and Duval(1979) included apho- 
tograph of a juvenile. Gabris (1994) included a photograph of 
an adult. 
Distribution. A Hispaniolan endemic, this species is known 
only from the Peninsula de Barahona south of the Sierra de 
Baoruco and in the Valle de Neiba, including Isla Cabritos in 
Lago Enriquillo. All known localities are in the Repdblica 
Dominicana. Schwartz and Carey (1977) suggested that Cyclura 
ricordii may also occur in the Plaine de Cul de Sac of Haiti. 
The range was illustrated in Schwartz and Henderson (1991). 
Schwartz (1980), in a discussion of the origins of Hispaniolan 
amphibians and reptiles in regard to the North and South paleo- 
islands, listed C. ricordii as a species "of unknown relation- 
ships." He indicated that specimens from the Peninsula de 
Barahona suggested a South Island origin, but that these lizards 
originally could have occupied the xeric southern shore of the 
North Island and subsequently invaded the South Island. He 
concluded that "too little is known of its total distribution to be 
certain of its affinities." 
Fossil Record. None. 
Pertinent Literature. Noble (1923) noted the appearance of 
the burrows and commented on the abundance of these animals 
on Isla Cabritos in Lago Enriquillo. Etheridge (1965) exam- 
ined C. ricordii and other congeners in describing the abdomi- 
nal skeleton of Cyclura and comparing it to other iguanids. Ma 
and Fisher (1971) included this species in a study of adenosine 
deaminases. Aspects of natural history are described briefly by 
Carey (1975) and Schwartz and Carey (1977). Iverson (1982) 
listed this species among those with specializations for herbivory. 
Tables relating the nesting patterns and aggressive displays of 
Cyclura ricordii to other iguanids can be found in Wiewandt 
(1982) and Carpenter (l982), respectively. de Queiroz (1987) 
mentioned osteological and meristic traits in relation to other 
iguanids. SEADVS (1990b) provided an index to habitats in 
the Dominican Republic. 
Captive management andlor conservation are addressed in 
the following: Burghardt and Rand (1982), Duval(1976), Gabris 
(1994), Ottenwalder (1979, 1994a, b), Sanlley Castro andDuval 
(1979), SEAJDVS (1990a, b), Slavens and Slavens (1992,1993), 
Valdez Sierra and Mateo FCliz (1992), and Vifias Roman (1979) 
(see also Remarks). 
The species is included in checklists, guides, and keys by 
Barbour (1930, 1935, 1937), Bo~~lenger (1 885), Cope (1 885), 
Fitzinger (1843), Gray (1845), Etheridge (1982), Henderson and 
Schwartz (1984), Henderson et al. (1984), Hoppe (1989), Powell 
et al. (1996), Schwartz and Henderson (1985, 1988), and 
Schwartz and Thomas (1975). 
Etymology. The name ricordii is a patronym honoring 
Alexandre Ricord, who collected the holotype. 
Remarks. Boulenger (1885) placed Aloponotus ricordii 
Dumeril and Bibron (1837), Hypsilophus (Aloponotus) ricordii 
Fitzinger (1843), and Aloponotus ricordi Gray (1845) in the 
synonymy of Metopoceros cornutus (Bonnaterre 1789) and, in 
the process, misspelled each name. 
Cyclura ricordii, like all species in the genus, is listed as en- 
dangered in CITES ~ ~ ~ e n d f x  I; this designation indicates that 
the species is in imminent danger of extinction throughout its 
range. Burghardt and Rand (1982) characterized the species as 
"common, but threatened." Gabris (1994) suggested that the 
mongoose and feral cats might be responsible for high juvenile 
mortality and that illegal exportation and hunting (by locals) 
threatens adults as well. 
The common name used here was that proposed by Frank 
and Ramus (1995). 
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